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Blessed is he who reads and those who ~—

hear the words of the prophecy, and heed "N \ D
the things which are written in it; for the time
Is near.” -1:3

“And behold, | am coming quickly. Blessed is
he who heeds the words of the prophecy of
this book.” —=22:7
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* [t completes God’s written revelation
(communication) 22:18-21

* |[tis testimony “for the churches” (22:16)

PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF

REVELATION




e John assumes the LGH

* (what value is a testimony if they can’t understand it?
[22:16])

* Note his clear distinction between metaphorical and
non-metaphorical language

* John assumes the reader has a rich knowledge of
Scripture (particularly Daniel and Hebrew
prophets)

* The genre is prophecy

* These three things provide the framework for
understanding

UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK OF

REVELATION
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Et h iCS For Believers

For Unbelievers

I Eschatol
Metaphysics scharlogy

Axiology
Ontology

Ep iStemOI()gy Interpreting Authority

Source of Authority
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* “Write therefore the things which you have
seen, and the things which are, and the
things which shall take place after these

things”-1:19

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF

REVELATION




The Things You Have Seen: The Commission of John
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To Philadelphia

4 The Twenty Four Elders & the Four Beasts

6:7-8 4 Seal: Death

6:9-11 5% Seal: Martyrs Cry for Vengeance

6" Seal 6:12-17 Earthquake/Catastrophe

6:12-7:17
8:1-7 1% Trumpet: Scorched Earth

9:13-11:14 6™ Trumpet: Army/Book/Witnesses
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11:15-19 7% Trumpet: Kingdom Approaches
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he Things You Have Seen: The Commission of John
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To Sardis
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To Philadelphia

To Laodicea

6:7-8 4 Seal: Death

6:9-11 5% Seal: Martyrs Cry for Vengeance

6" Seal 6:12-17 Earthquake/Catastrophe

6:12-7:17
8:1-7 1% Trumpet: Scorched Earth

9:13-11:14 6™ Trumpet: Army/Book/Witnesses
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The Things You Have Seen: The Commission of John
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To Sardis
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To Philadelphia

To Laodicea
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6:5-6 3" Seal: Famine

6:7-8 4 Seal: Death

6:9-11 5% Seal: Martyrs Cry for Vengeance

6" Seal 6:12-17 Earthquake/Catastrophe

6:12-7:17
8:1-7 1% Trumpet: Scorched Earth

9:13-11:14 6™ Trumpet: Army/Book/Witnesses
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Pre- 2:1-2 The Woman (Israel)

12:
Tribulation
12: The Dragon (Satan)

* [os ermicomecon TH;/RETURN OF THE

Early 12:6 The Woman Protected
Tribulation

12:6-16 12:7-16  Michael Wars With the Dragon

—_—
Latter
Tribulation 13:1-10  The Beast From the Sea

13:11-18 The Beast From the Earth

14:1-5 The Lamb and the 144,000

14:6-7 Proclaiming the Gospel
Destruction of Babylon

14:9-12  Destruction to Beast Worshippers

12:17-14:20 [ 14:13 Blessing
Conclusion 16:1-2 1: Malignant Sores
Of the
Tribulation 16:3  2: Polluted Sea
16:4-7 3: Polluted Waters
16:8-9 4: Scorching Sun

16:10-11 5: Darkness & Pain
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16:12-16 6: Assembling at Armageddon
16:17-19:4 7: Judgment of Babylon
19:11-16 The 2" Coming

20:7-10  Satan’s Last Stand
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20:11-15 Final Judgment: The Great White Throne
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’ : 1 The Things You Have Seen: The Commission of John
T THARETURN OF THEg,
q Things
Which 2:8-11 To Smyrna
I Are £
| § g |2:12-17 To Pergamum . e e
z 2 g 2:18-29 To Thyatira
I'I'I o S5 |3:1-6 To Sardis
m o % 23 3.7-13 To Philadelphia
= = 3:14-22 To Laodicea
i o
g The 4 The Twenty Four Elders & the Four Beasts
ma | Things
2. | Which 5 The Lamb Worthy to Open the Book
b= Shall .
: . Take 6:1-2 1%t Seal: Conquering
I'I'I Q Place 6:3-4 2 Seal: War
=% After
w | These 6:5-6 3" Seal: Famine
w m= | Things
° = 6:7-8 4t Seal: Death
- E (part 1) 051 6:9-11 5% Seal: Martyrs Cry for Vengeance
@ - _
o & 3 %d 6™ Seal 6:12-17 Earthquake/Catastrophe
e 2 = | 6:12-7:17
= s B 7 The Remnant (Israel/Nations)
= A
o = g E f 8:1-7 1%t Trumpet: Scorched Earth
o 7
“ _ 5— : 8:8-9 2" Trumpet: Scorched Sea
S 3
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- The Seven
Churches

of Revelation

\ 'Aegea‘n‘ *Pergamum ASIA
Sea Thyatira
Smyrna\ Sardis

«5%X Y Philadelphia

Ephesu\s‘/;* *Laodncea

Mediterranean Sea
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Who is the "angel” of Ephesus? 2:1
What is significant about “repent” and
“do”? 2:5

What does “remove your lampstand”
mean? 2:4

Who are the Nicolaitans? 2:6

Who is the recipient of this letter? 2:1,7

Who overcomes, and why does that
matter? 2:7 (1 Jn 5:4-5)

What is the Tree of Life? 2:7 (Gen 2:9, Rev
22:1-3)
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